
          Dewey Loeffel CAG Meeting 
Via Zoom 

Meeting Summary 
10/05/2021 

 
Attendees:  Liz Murphy; Facilitator 
 
CAG Members/Alternates: 
Lani Richards, CAG Chair 
Bruce Herron, CAG Vice-chair 
Erica Gundrum, CAG Secretary 
David Fleming, Supervisor, Town of Nassau 
Amanda Keenan, Resident 
Michelle Becker, Resident 
Kelly Travers-Main, UNCAGED 
Steve Everett, Kinderhook Lake Corp. 
Ann Shaughnessy, Rens. Co. Environmental Management Council 
Rich Elder, Rens. Co. Dept of Health 
 
CAG Liaison  
Robert Loveridge, Rens. Co. Legislator 
Scott Bendett, Rens. Co. Legislator 
 
EPA 
Joe Battipaglia, Remedial Project Manager 
Pete Mannino, Section Chief 
Larisa Romanowski, Community Involvement Coordinator 
Rachel Griffiths, Geologist/Hydrogeologist 
David Rosoff, On-Scene Coordinator 
Abby DeBofsky, Ecological Risk Assessor 
Rachel Griffiths, Hydrogeologist 
Jon Byk, On-Scene Coordinator 
 
NYSDEC 
Kyle Forster 
Sarah Quandt 
 
NYSDOH 
Eamonn O’Neil 
Jacquelyn Nealon 
 
Other Interested Parties 
Barbara Reina 
 

Joe Battipaglia from EPA gave a presentation on: 1) EPA’s Little Thunder Brook update regarding the response to 
the July 14, 2021 storm event ; 2) Path forward for Little Thunder Brook Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study ; 
and 3) Landfill-Groundwater Treatability Study update. See 
https://projects.erg.com/deweyloeffelcag/docs/presentations/2021-10-05.pdf. 
 

https://projects.erg.com/deweyloeffelcag/docs/presentations/2021-10-05.pdf


 
Project Updates 

Response to the July 14, 2021 Storm Event 

• There was above average rainfall this summer (2021) in Albany, NY.  On July 14, 2021, a localized storm hit 
the Nassau area which resulted in up to 4.5” of rain within 2 hours. 

• The initial assessment by EPA identified significant erosion in upper Little Thunder Brook and the areas 
upstream that were previously addressed with removal action (shown with a dashed yellow line on Slide 
3).   

• Since July, 4-5 rounds of surface water sampling have been conducted in Little Thunder Brook and the 
Valatie Kill. Results from these sampling events have been consistent with what was seen in the past, 
prior to the storm. 

• Regarding surface sediments, although sediments moved, the PCB concentrations remained consistent 
with the range found in the past, from non-detect to 1.8 ppm PCBs. 

• In residential areas, EPA reached out to approximately 80 residents. Of the 80, approximately 25 
responded and EPA inspected all of those properties for potential sampling. The results in the Village of 
Nassau and around Nassau Lake, indicated either non-detect or low levels of PCBs below the residential 
guideline. The findings were similar to what was seen before the storm event in the adjacent water 
bodies. 

• All of the data collected will be included in the Remedial Investigations (RIs) of the drainageways and/or 
Little Thunder Brook. 

A CAG member asked whether additional samples will be taken in the area between the location where levels of 
PCBs in concentrations greater than 1 ppm were detected and Little Thunder Brook. Joe said that yes, it is 
expected that additional samples will be taken as part of the RI for the drainageways. 
 

Next Steps for Little Thunder Brook RI/FS 

• EPA needs to take a step back and re-evaluate. 

• Soil and sample work is on hold, however, the groundwater-surface water interaction investigation was 
not impacted by the storms and can start this fall. 

• EPA is optimistic that the remaining field work for the RI/FS can be completed in 2022 to try and maintain 
the original schedule. 

• The Draft RI/FS Work Plan will be revised to reflect additional work that needs to be done (e.g., sampling 
of depositions due to storm).  

A CAG member asked whether the Town and the CAG will have an opportunity to review and comment on the 
revised RI/FS Work Plan before it is finalized. Joe said yes, the process will be similar to what was done for the 
original RI/FS Work Plan.  The revised document is expected in the first quarter of 2022. 
 

Landfill-Groundwater Treatability Study Update 
Joe’s presentation included an update on the status of each of the treatability studies for the four technologies 
under study (i.e., In-Situ Chemical Oxidation, Biological Treatment, LNAPL Extraction, and Natural Source Zone 
Depletion). 

• On Slide 27, the blue boxes shown on the map indicate locations of field scale testing to see if degradation 
can be enhanced. 

A CAG member asked whether the heavy rains impacted any of the proposed treatment methods. Joe said they 
did not. 
Joe mentioned that the storm was a significant event and showed what can periodically occur, noting that EPA 
will need to account for these types of storm possibilities in the future when selecting a remedy. 
 
Other Topics 

Route 203 Site Update 



• Joe summarized most of what can be found in the September 2021 fact sheet about the status of Route 
203 Site. 
https://response.epa.gov/sites/14684/files/Route%20203%20Site%20Fact%20Sheet_September%202021
_Final.pdf 

• There have been impacts to the water and sediments in the pond, the soils, and the groundwater on the 
property itself. Following the discovery of the contamination in 2019, EPA was concerned about nearby 
residential drinking water wells. The results of samples taken during 2019 showed that all of the wells met 
state drinking water standards. One drinking water well on the property had low PCB concentration that 
was below drinking water standards. One drinking water well nearby had low levels of TCE below drinking 
water standards, but it is unclear whether that is related to the site. Based on the sampling and 
investigations performed, the contamination appears to be limited to the site itself. 

• Another round of drinking water well sampling will be conducted this month. EPA is working with GE to 
have work done over the winter, including the removal of liquids from two underground storage tanks 
and the removal of drums located on the property. 

• EPA is also working with NYSDEC to transition the site to the State for longer-term cleanup. 
A CAG member asked whether another round of drinking water well sampling is planned for the properties on 
Curtis Hill Rd near the Dewey Loeffel Landfill. Joe said that there is an ongoing, routine monitoring program for 
wells near the site and that he is unaware of other issues outside of the residences that are routinely monitored. 
When asked if EPA has tested wells on Curtis Hill Rd, Joe said that yes, EPA has sampled there in the last couple of 
years and they did not detect contamination in any of those wells. The CAG member said she has been told of 
coloration issues in the area. Joe said that color issues are typically more bacterial or due to rust, but he invited 
community members to give his contact information to neighbors if they have concerns about their wells. 
 

Topics and Date for Next Meeting 

• Possible topics raised include: 1) Revised Draft RI/FS Work  Plan; and 2) Treatability studies update 

• Next meeting date: The CAG decided to wait to schedule the next meeting until EPA has updated 
information to share. 

 
CAG Discussion/Approval of Meeting Minutes 
Liz proposed that in the future, rather than waiting to meet, we finalize meeting summaries via email. Given 
the delay between meetings, she said it would be more useful to the public to finalize the summaries earlier 
so they could be posted to the CAG webpage relatively close to when the meetings are held. Participants at 
the meeting agreed. Liz will send an email to the CAG members and, if there is no objection, then moving 
forward, we will proceed with finalizing summaries via email. 
 
Liz will also request the webpage administrator to upload the summary from the May 25, 2021 meeting (as 
well as the 10/5/21 agenda and EPA presentation). 
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