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Chair Lani Richards welcomed everyone.   
 
Review of December 3, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
Lani Richards asked whether anyone had comments on the final draft minutes from the CAG 
meeting held December 3, 2019.  Minutes were approved with minor changes. 
 
Membership 
Lani brought up the issue of members who haven’t attended the last several meetings would no 
longer be considered members. Members agreed. 
 
 
 

CAG Members in Attendance:  
Michelle Baxter, resident 
Michelle Becker, resident 
Vanessa Beuschel, resident 
Richard Elder, Alternate Rens. County DOH EHD 
Steve Everett, KLC 
Erica Gundrum, resident 
Bruce Herron, CAG Vice-Chair, resident 
Andy Kahnle, resident 
Amanda Keenan, resident 
Jim Prime, NLPIA 
Anne Rabe, UNCAGED 
Lani Richards, CAG Chair, Town of Nassau 
Deputy Supervisor 
Ann Shaughnessy, Rens. County EMC 
Dan Spilman, UNCAGED 
Brian Wilson, NLPIA 
Kelly Travers-Main, alternate, UNCAGED 
 
Liaisons: 
Bob Loveridge, Rensselaer Co. Legislator 

 
Other Interested Parties: 
George Blair, resident 
Pam Lever, UNCAGED 
Daniel Peeters, Capital District Land Surveying 
Barbara Reina, resident 
Meg Todisco, Valatie resident 
 



Outreach/Advertising Report 
Amanda Keenan and Michelle Becker are continuing to work on a Facebook page for CAG 
members and interested parties.  They will post meeting agendas, and there will be links to EPA 
and the Town of Nassau page.  Because of space constraints, Michelle had to shorten the 
Mission Statement posted on Facebook.  Lani will review and pass to members to review. Bruce 
Herron asked about using Instagram too. Michelle responded that Instagram is more for 
images. They are seeking pictures to add to facebook, Pam Lever may be able to provide some. 
 
Amanda previously circulated a draft outreach notice to members for review. The outreach 
notice is meant to make sure that residents in the area of the landfill are aware of the 
groundwater contamination.  There were discussions about changes, including wording 
changes, adding a reference to the facebook page, and identifying the appropriate 
figures/maps to include.  Lani will make the agreed upon changes and check in with EPA about 
figures/maps.   
 
Lani also checked with EPA to determine if funds are available to print and mail the outreach 
notice.  EPA responded that they will have to check on whether funds would be available but it 
seemed unlikely. Lani is having a discussion with EPA on Thursday to let them know what the 
CAG wishes to use funds for.  Some members are willing to go door to door to circulate the 
notice if necessary.  
 
Review of EPA responses regarding the status of investigations 
At the December meeting, Andy Kahnle asked about the status of several investigations and 
studies, including the annual reports on Nassau Lake and fish tissue sampling, Human Health 
Risk Assessment, Ecological Risk Assessment and also wanted to know EPA’s timeline for the 
next phases of the investigations.  Lani reached out to EPA and circulated EPA’s responses prior 
to the January meeting.  The fish report is due out in the first quarter of 2020, and the 2018 
report is available on EPA’s website.  UNCAGED members will ask Dr. Carpenter to review 
certain documents. 
 
Technical Review Committee Report 
The committee met earlier in the day. They’ve decided that each member will review specific 
technologies and report back to the full CAG on their findings and recommendations. 
 
Remedial Technologies (Cleanup) 
Lani asked CAG members if they had any questions for UNCAGED regarding their overview of 
the remedial technologies conference last year.  There were none. 
 
Regarding EPA’s responses to comments on the Candidate Technologies Memorandum 
(potential remedial options), Anne will provide an overview at the February 4, 2020 meeting 
and EPA’s responses will be discussed. Lani noted that based on her understanding of EPA’s 
responses, if public water is extended, a comprehensive groundwater remedy is unlikely.  We 
will set up a meeting with EPA after the February CAG meeting to discuss EPA’s responses.  The 
meeting will include members of the CAG, the Town, and UNCAGED. 



 
At some point, the CAG will need to meet with EPA and possibly the Responsible Parties 
regarding remedial technologies.  
 
 
Other 
During the December meeting, there was a discussion about whether private wells are 
seasonally tested, since it is possible that there may be variations in results depending on the 
seasonal conditions.  Erica Gundrum informed the CAG that her well is sampled quarterly, so 
each season should be covered. She is concerned about the length of time it takes for her to 
receive her sample results. Also, the reports are harder to read, since there is no legend and no 
standards to compare results with. Lani suggested that she meet with Erica to review the 
reports and help her with outstanding issues. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next CAG meeting will be on February 4, 2020, at the Nassau Town Hall at 6:30.  Topics 
include: 

• update on Outreach and Advertising 

• update from the Technical Review Committee, and  

• reviewing EPA’s responses to comments made by the Town of Nassau and UNCAGED on 
the Candidate Technologies Memorandum. 

 
 


