
Dewey Loeffel Community Advisory Group (CAG) 
September 3, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

FINAL 
 
CAG Members in Attendance: 
Michelle Baxter (resident) 
Richard Elder (Alternate Rens. County Dept. of Health) 
Patsy Leader (KLC) 
Erica Gundrum (resident) 
Hans Hallman (resident) 
Bruce Herron (Vice Chair, resident) 
Amanda Keenan (resident) 
Jim Prime (NLAPIA) 
Anne Rabe (Secretary, UNCAGED) 
Lani Richards (Chair, Town of Nassau Deputy Supervisor) 
Kelly Travers-Main (resident) 
Brian Wilson (NLPIA) 
Members of the Public: 
Barbara Raina (resident, filmmaker) 
 
Community Advisory Group (CAG) Chair Lani Richards welcomed everyone and facilitated 
introductions. She gave a recap and said that previously we had meetings focused on the CAG 
development, and we are now set up as a CAG with a Mission Statement and Operating Procedures. 
Everyone reviewed and discussed the August CAG meeting minutes. Some minor amendments were 
made and they were approved. Anne will email the final minutes, and the draft September meeting 
minutes a few weeks before the next meeting.  
 
CAG Member & Participants Stories: Lani said it was suggested that at every meeting a few people 
talk about their experiences and history with the Dewey Loeffel Landfill for 5 to 10 minutes. Everyone 
agreed. Jim Prime said the Nassau Lake Park Improvement Association (NLPIA) has been involved 
since the beginning when the pollution was first discovered. He said they never got straight answers 
from GE, DEC or DOH. They worked on all aspects of the site with UNCAGED. Having a CAG set up 
is a huge improvement, as before it was just NLPIA group, UNCAGED, the towns and the county. He 
said the dump should first be cleaned up so it does not re-contaminate the region downstream. Lani 
asked what he wanted done with the dump. He said, “a full cleanup. I want to see the dump gone.” 
 
Brian Wilson, also with NLPIA, said he has lived on the lake since 1993. He did not know about the 
pollution when he moved there. He said the dump waste should all be removed. He is skeptical about 
the leachate filtration plant run by GE. The PCBs are still affecting the lake. He has watched the lake 
get better with eagles and other wildlife increasing, but the lake needs a cleanup.  
 
Amanda Keenan said she is a resident of Nassau and has a background in remediation (cleanup) of 
sites, such as Endicott Johnson, Global Foundries and others. She wants to help the community and 
help Erica and others.  
 
Kelly Travers-Main said she started the United Neighbors Concerned About GE Dewey Loeffel 
Landfill (UNCAGED). She grew up on Nassau Lake—down from the old dam—and her and her kids’ 
health was negatively impacted by the PCB pollution.  She knew a lot of families around the lake and 
dump. She has worked with DEC on their monitoring of GE’s fish sampling and the dump, tributary 
and lake testing among many other activities. She said she was glad to see everyone get involved 
with the CAG, and bring their expertise and experience to the table. She said her work on the dump 



led her to be on the board of a statewide group, Citizens’ Environmental Coalition, and she lobbied for 
reforms on Superfund in the Legislature. 
 
Barbara Raina said she lives eight miles from the dump at Curtis Trailer Park. She is a journalist and 
independent filmmaker. She said there has never been a documentary of the site and the community 
and she will be doing one. She is trying to understand what all of us want to see happen to the dump 
and the lake, and learn about its history. She will be doing as many interviews as people want to do. 
She has interviewed EPA staff and toured the dump and treatment plant. She is calling it Love Canal 
Times Two. A trailer is coming out soon. 
 
Liaisons: There was a discussion about how to handle recommendations from CAG liaisons and 
other non-members.  Lani proposed that if a liaison makes a recommendation that some of the 
members might disagree with, we should state we will consider it but will table the recommendation 
until CAG members can discuss it at a member-only meeting. Lani said the members only meeting 
could be 15 minutes directly after the meeting, and Jim recommended it be before the following 
meeting. Members agreed that the members only meeting will be set up as needed.  If members have 
any concerns and want to have a members-only meeting, please let her know a week before the 
meeting or as soon as possible.  
 
Publicity: The representatives of the towns of Nassau, Schodack and Kinderhook said they would all 
place the meeting notices on their websites. Everyone agreed to take out the mission statement and 
put EPA’s link in its place. Anne said the notice was submitted to the Advertiser by their deadline, but 
despite three calls it was not printed in the right issue. It was printed a week later. She will work with 
them to ensure it is printed on time in the future. As soon as we confirm the October date, she will 
send the towns and the CAG group the October notice. She will send the notice to the Advertiser 2-3 
weeks before the meeting.  
 
People discussed advertising and social media. Amanda said she would ask Michelle Baker, who has 
a lot if IT experience, to help. She suggested an interactive website where people can submit 
questions and will link to Lani and Bruce emails. We will brainstorm more on this at future meetings. 
Anne said that she and Pam Lever in UNCAGED have photos and old news articles and other 
interesting items and will start to gather them. 
 
EPA: Some members again raised the need for EPA, DEC and GE to give us information on how 
much has been spent at the site by each over the decades. Lani said we can ask them at the next 
meeting.  We agreed that for the October meeting, we want EPA to give an overview of all the 
contamination by media (soil, groundwater, etc.) with color aerial maps and copies of their power 
point presentation for each member. The first Tuesday is October 1, 2019 and Lani will check if EPA 
can make it that day or another day. A better place for their presentation is the ambulance building. 
 
The group decided that we want the EPA Region 2 Administrator Pete Lopez to come to the 
Remediation Technology presentation meeting in November and Lani will check on their dates. Lani 
was also asked to check when EPA is having their regular Fall public meeting. 
 
Technical Committee: We set up a Technical Review Committee with the following people: Anne 
Rabe, Andy Kahnle, Bruce Herron, Erica Gundrum and Amanda Keenan. We will also ask those who 
did not attend.  Bruce agreed to poll everyone to have a meeting. The first task is to prepare for a 
future meeting with EPA to ask them the status of the past recommendations from UNCAGED and 
Nassau on the Technologies and the Remedial Investigation (RI). So, we want to have a list of 
questions for EPA on the outstanding recommendations. Just before the meeting, Anne sent the 
members related documents (5 documents) via Dan Spillman.   The Committee will periodically report 
back to the CAG and prepare simple summaries.  



 
Tributary: Lani reported that sediment removal for PCBs in T-11A tributary, now called Little Thunder 
Brook, has had more cleanup than EPA expected. So far, GE has excavated five feet to remove 
contaminants. 
  
The meeting adjourned at around 8:00 PM. Submitted by Anne Rabe, CAG Secretary 


