
Dewey Loeffel Community Advisory Group (CAG) August 6, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
 
CAG Members in Attendance: 
Michelle Baxter (resident) 
Michelle Becker (resident) 
Richard Elder (Alternate Rens. County Dept. of Health) 
Steve Everett (KLC) 
Erica Gundrum (resident) 
David Harris (Schodack Town Supervisor) 
Bruce Herron (Vice Chair, resident) 
Andy Kahnle (resident) 
Amanda Keenan (resident) 
Jim Prime (NLPIA) 
Anne Rabe (Secretary, UNCAGED) 
Lani Richards (Chair, Town of Nassau Deputy Supervisor) 
Ann Shaughnessy (Rens. County EMC) 
Dan Spilman (UNCAGED).  
CAG Liaisons in Attendance: Bob Loveridge (Rens, County Legislator).  
Liz Murphy, EPA CAG Consultant.  
(Anne will type up a CAG members and liaison list with all contact information soon.) 
 
CAG Chair Lani Richards and Liz Murphy, EPA CAG Consultant, welcomed everyone 
and facilitated introductions.  
 
Everyone reviewed and discussed the proposed CAG Mission Statement and Operating 
Procedures. Anne handed out some proposed changes developed by her, Andy and 
Dan. There was a discussion of each section as people went through the document. 
Everyone agreed that “residents” included both currently impacted residents and 
formerly impacted residents. On August 7, 2019 Liz emailed CAG members the final 
proposed document, as well as the document with tracked changes. Anne will bring 
copies to the September meeting. 
 
Michelle Baxter asked about the status of the Route 203 Site, located at the intersection 
of State Route 203 and Sweets Crossing Road and whether it had been determined if 
the pollution came from the Dewey Loeffel Landfill site. Rich Elder said it had not been 
determined whether the sites will be considered together or separately, but the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was conducting an Interim Remedial Measure 
(IRM) to investigate the site and surrounding areas, and to clean it up. He said all the 
private drinking water wells were tested by the Rensselaer County Department of 
Health and EPA, and only one drinking water well, which is on the site where a tank had 
been was impacted. The pond on the property has drums in it. He has a news release 
and article he can share. Liz noted that currently, the Site is being handled as a 
separate site under EPA’s removal program. We asked Liz if Joe Battipaglia from EPA 
could provide more detailed information.   
 



There was a discussion about community education and the need for more publicity of 
CAG meetings and activities. 
 
Liz said she would ask EPA to make a new “announcements” tab on the EPA Dewey 
Loeffel Landfill Superfund site’s website which would include the CAG’s mission 
statement, a description of the CAG, a members list, CAG meeting announcements, 
minutes, and Lani as the contact. Liz shared with the group that EPA is willing to include 
these items on its Dewey-Loeffel web page. Liz said it will likely be housed under the 
“Announcements and Key Topics” tab via a link to “CAG Information” (which may then 
redirect to the public participation opportunities section of the web site.) Amanda 
suggested that the towns of Nassau, Schodack and Kinderhook add this EPA link to 
their town websites and everyone agreed. Amanda and Michelle suggested we have a 
facebook page, and use social media, as well as post leaflets in the towns about 
upcoming meetings. Everyone agreed and publicity will be added to the September 
meeting agenda for a longer discussion. Jim said the Nassau Lake Improvement 
Association group has a facebook page. 
 
Liz handed out a helpful memo on decision-making for groups working towards 
consensus.  
 
Liz said that EPA Region 2 Administrator Pete Lopez would like to attend a Fall CAG 
meeting, possibly in October. Everyone agreed he would be welcome. Dan suggested 
that at that meeting EPA officials could give a recap on where GE and SI Group are in 
the feasibility and investigation stages at the site and summarize the last nine months of 
activity. Dan said UNCAGED and the Town of Nassau submitted comments on four 
documents, including possible cleanup (remedial) technologies for the landfill and 
groundwater, and a response and update is needed. Everyone agreed and Liz and Lani 
said they would talk to EPA. 
 
Dan and Anne reported that UNCAGED and the Nassau Lake Improvement Association 
held a successful conference on January 5th featuring technologies for cleaning up the 
landfill and groundwater from six companies. They noted that there are some very 
viable technologies. GE had two representatives attend. EPA was not able to participate 
due to the government shutdown. At the conference, Dan was the MC and Anne gave a 
presentation on the history of the site and handed out a site summary. Rensselaer 
County Executive Steve McLaughlin and Nassau Town Supervisor David Fleming 
spoke. Four panelists attended: Mr. David Fleming, Ms. Anne Rabe, Dr. David 
Carpenter of the Institute for Health & the Environment, and Dr. Peter DeFur, an 
environmental scientist who specializes in remediation technologies. Both Dr. Carpenter 
and Dr. DeFur are consultants for UNCAGED under an EPA Technical Assistance 
Grant (TAG). At the conference, panelists asked questions of the companies after each 
presentation.  Dan and Anne stated that EPA and GE should view the video 
presentations, power point presentations and written materials on these technologies 
and would like to have a CAG presentation with EPA in November. 
 



There was a discussion of the best way to succinctly present the conference findings, 
and Dan, Andy and Anne said they would look into it and report back to the CAG.  
Bruce said he is a research scientist who works for the NYS Department of Health’s 
Wadsworth Center in the environmental health sciences division, and offered to help 
review the technologies summary.  
 
Amanda asked how to best be involved. Lani, Dan and Anne said it would help to 
review EPA documents and develop comments, research, outreach and participate in 
CAG and EPA meetings. Bob said sometimes the CAG will need to have private 
meetings to discuss things without the public and the media. Liz said the CAG could do 
it at the end of meeting. Jim said it is better to have it before the meeting, so it is before 
EPA and DEC officials attend. Lani suggested the CAG can have private meetings, as 
needed, and decide at that time when to do it. Some people agreed with Jim to have it 
before the meeting starts, and advertise just the public start time. 
 
Lani suggested we should find out from EPA how much GE and the SI Group have 
spent on the site remediation to date, and also how much EPA and DEC have spent on 
the site. The CAG should know the total costs for GE, SI, EPA Federal Superfund and 
DEC State Superfund for site testing, remediation, filtration plant, waste disposal, and 
operation/maintenance costs. We discussed asking the agencies for this information.  
 
Bob suggested we tour the filtration plant, and some people were very interested in a 
tour. 
 
Liz asked the group if we want her to continue facilitating and said she could help for a 
few more meetings. We asked her to attend the October meeting with EPA, and she 
agreed.  
 
Potential agenda items for September are: publicity; EPA documents and comments 
overview to prepare for EPA October meeting and request for EPA on October 
presentation agenda items; and check in on the cleanup technologies presentation. 
Steve asked if we could set up the tables in a “V” shape so we can see people’s faces, 
and Lani agreed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at around 8:30 PM. Submitted by Anne Rabe, CAG Secretary 


